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You don'thave to bea comic-book geek to enjoy
Men of Stedl, Vampire CowboysThestre
Company'ship satire on supeheroes and the
existential burden of beng all-powerful in aworld
of ordinary people. Playwright Qui Nguyen takes
up questionsexplored in severa popular graphic
novds and the current hit NBC series Heroes: What
would hgppen if therereally were supeheroes
amongus? Would they take unfair advantage of
thar abilities? Would they save only thenicer parts
of town, like Manhdtan, and |eave the outer
boroughsto themercy of criminds? Photo by Jim Baldassare

Captain Jugice, closely modded ontherecently deceased Captain America, stepsover theline
and kills two thugswho murdered his wife, ace reporter Helen Harper. Jugice's best friend, a
Batman clonenamed Maelstrom, bdieves heroes have therightto take thelaw into therr own
handsand attempts to bug his pd out of thedlammer. Nguyen mixesin Liberty Lady, Cap's
female sidekick; an invulnerable transvestite; and a pair of Hispanic brothers who copy the
moves and cogumes of Mexican wrestlers. A gigantic dugfest erupts when these figures clash in
afind showdown. MariusHanford'sintricate fightdirectionis supebly executed by a cast that
invests as much in ther subtext asin thar pundies.

Sharon Eisman (Helen) and Melissa Paladino (Liberty Lady) are the most effective at
combining a tongue-in-cheek sensibility with a firm conviction in their characters'
objectives. Jason Liebman strongly conveys Judice's conflict between supehero idealism and
his human weaknesses. Temar Undewood'sMaglstrom is a study in cynicism and self-
judification. Noshir Dala and Paco Tolson are paticularly funnyas the fumbling brothers:
Thereis oneriotousscenein which they try to sell candy to the audience to raise money for
firearms. Tom Myers and Jeremy Sarver ably complete this cast of comic-bookarchetypes.

Men of Stedl, directed with a sure hand by Robet Ross Parker, issilly funwith adark edge

Presented by Vampire CowboysTheatre Company at Center Stage, NY, 48 W. 214 St., 4th
floor, NYC.
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